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Minutes of the Redevelopment Agency of Murray City held Tuesday, March 23rd, 2004 
at 4:00 p.m. at the Murray City Council Chamber, 5025 South State Street, Murray, Utah. 
 
Present: 
Pat Griffiths 
Krista Dunn 
Jim Brass 
Mayor Dan Snarr 
Keith Snarr – Redevelopment Director 
Frank Nakamura – City Attorney 

Don Whetzel 
Doug Hill 
Scott Baker 
Hugh Zumbro 
Chad Liljenquist 
Others 

 
Pat Griffiths called the meeting to order 
Robbie Robertson was not present 
Jeff Dredge was excused due to health reasons 
 
1.  Approval of minutes March 10th training, January 27th meeting 
 
Krista Dunn moved to approve minutes, Jim Brass Seconded for approval.  Voting was 
unanimous. 
 
2.  Potential Redevelopment Project Study Areas 
 
Keith Snarr introduced several locations that will benefit from future redevelopment 
projects.  He stated the areas needed blight surveys or economic benefit analysis to 
determine if they would qualify as RDA project areas.   
 
The first area is the Fireclay area at 99.26 acres.  Keith gave a description of the 
properties in the area and stated that the area is ready for redevelopment.  Access between 
the railroad rights of way was also cited as an issue. 
 
Pat Griffiths asked what would be a viable resolution to the access issue. 
  
Keith replied that a viable resolution would be to extend Fireclay Ave. directly west and 
to get that done before the extension of the commuter rail line and use funds for rail 
crossing improvements that might accompany that project. 
 
The next project is the Fashion Place North area.  Keith described the boundaries of the 
area and some general conditions.  He indicated the Economic Development Advisory 
Board has looked at these areas and feels that this area is the most important because of 
its proximity to the mall and the growth that could potentially happen there.  
 
The next project is the College Park area.  Keith described some of the parcels and 
buildings in the area.  There are many conditions indicating blight in the area.   
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He stated the blight surveys need to be done before development comes so that it can be 
determined if this areas qualifies as an RDA project area so that the city will then be able 
to use RDA funds to assist with development and infrastructure. 
 
Because of the timeframe on the College Park area there is urgency to get the process 
moving so that tax increment would not be lost from having to use next year’s base year 
value as opposed to the current base year value.  Fireclay is also imminent.  The urgency 
may not be as great with the Fashion place area, but it is the most important.  Keith 
recommended proceeding to do studies of each of these areas. 
 
Krista Dunn asked if the recommendation was to do the studies concurrently and not 
consecutively. 
 
Keith answered “Yes the studies should be authorized concurrently, but they would still 
have to be dealt with consecutively in terms of the hearings.” 
 
Pat Griffiths asked how the other members felt about having an outside consultant come 
in and provide an opinion before the expense of the studies is incurred. 
 
Krista Dunn asked what specifically would be looked at. 
 
Pat Griffiths replied that a consultant could review the proposed study areas and give a 
recommendation, an outside recommendation, an impartial view, about the proposed 
projects and the viability of the projects before proceeding with the study. 
 
Mayor Snarr expressed concern about the need to move quickly and enable developers to 
seize the opportunity that is being presented by the current growth. 
 
Keith Snarr then explained the consulting needs the projects incur.  He also described the 
way that study areas are dynamic during the period of the survey while the blight factors 
are being found and identified. 
 
All agreed that Alice Steiner would be well suited for oversight of all the projects.  Keith 
also stated that Jonnalynne Walker would be a good choice to deal with the financial 
aspects of the study, such as taxing agency committees and other parties.  Keith then 
passed out a letter from the Liljenquist family and also aerial photos of the areas.   
 
Krista Dunn voiced a concern about the Fashion Place North project area.  She stated that 
she was concerned about 5900 South and the traffic in that area and the neighborhood on 
the east side of the project.  She asked if there were plans to mitigate traffic problems and 
also if the houses on the east side need to be included. 
 
Keith distributed a report from Salt Lake County showing the amount of tax increment 
recently received from the downtown RDA.  Also included was a report describing the 
available tax increment for the next year from the various existing project areas. 
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Pat Griffiths again expressed a concern about doing all the studies at once. 
 
Mayor Snarr emphasized the critical nature of timing.   
 
Dr. Hirase said he was attending this meeting at the request of Superintendent Tranter of 
the Murray School District. He said the district has generally looked at RDA’s in the 
sense of if we are not able to reap the benefits of property taxes for an extended period of 
time, that impacts the school district.  That is our major concern.  Areas like Fireclay, 
where we may be bringing in some additional students, that actually helps us out.  We are 
in a situation now where our enrollments are beginning to decline a bit.  So that could be 
very helpful to the school district. 
 
All members expressed approval of moving forward and cited the need to now designate 
consultants.  The next meeting was set for 4:00 April 13. 


